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PREFACE


Wherever I have traveled for the Lord in my ministry, there I have met God’s people and within them there is a sense of growing urgency.  An expectancy of ever increasing proportions wells up from within them knowing that something is about to happen.  Something is about to change.  Something new is about to occur.  Many sense that the return of the Lord is close at hand.  But they also sense that something is up in the church.  Even though the church has gone through much shaking and renewal, there seems to be a growing awareness that something monumental is about to explode to the surface from within the cocoon of religious traditions and organizations that so characterizes the church today.  And whatever this new thing is will make the church ready to meet Her Bridegroom.


People who look at the church today see many different things.  The world does not know the real church.  The world only knows of the organizations that occasionally speak about a God that supposedly loves mankind.  What they see is fractured, controversial, divided by doctrine and theology, greedy, aloof, and hypocritical in its actions.  They cannot see the spiritual reality of the Body of Christ or of a Bride waiting for the eminent return of Her Bridegroom.  Even though they may study the church, they can never know the true, blood-bought, spirit-empowered church of Jesus Christ without first giving their own hearts to Her Founder.  Since they do not know of Her totally unique nature, the world wrongly places the church alongside the other world religions.


Many have examined church history and, through their research, have developed what has evolved into three basic camps or ways of thinking regarding the church.  These three ways of evaluating church history can be defined as a Dispensational view, a Restorationist view, and a Progressive view.  The Dispensation view propounds that church history can be divided into several distinct time segments or dispensations.  Within each of these dispensations there were certain things that could happen and there were certain things that could not happen because the pre-requisites necessary for them to take place had not occurred as of yet.  Each dispensation laid a foundation that the next new dispensation would be built upon and the new dispensation could not begin until the old one was completed.


The Restorationist viewpoint presents to us a church history that began in great glory and power on the Day of Pentecost.  However, there was a decline that followed.  Even before the first century could be completed, the church had begun a downward spiral into darkness that found its completion in what is commonly called the Dark Ages.  During this time of spiritual darkness, there were a few bold men and women of the faith that did great exploits; however, the church as a whole struggled greatly.  During this period of declension, the hearts of God’s people were hardened to the truth of His word.  As their hearts were hardened, priceless revelations were lost to the church.  The decline was marked by the fivefold offices being lost to the church along with the equipping work that the Lord did through each office.


Finally, after everything seemed lost, the Lord began to rebuild the church by restoring His truth from the rubble of religious traditions.  This restoration process began in the early 1500’s with the Protestant Reformation led by Martin Luther.  Along with this work of restoration came the revelation of the office of pastor.  With the office of pastor restored, it was only a matter of time before these pastors began to see the tremendous need for a usable copy of the Scriptures that could be read by the ordinary man.  So in 1611, the first copy of the Scriptures was printed, which became known as the Authorized King James Version of the Bible.  With each subsequent move of God, further restoration was brought to the church.  With each move, there would be a major foundational revelation given back to the church as well as the emergence of another of the fivefold offices to carry the work forward into the future.  This process has continued until today when the Lord has, at last, restored the final office – that of the apostle.


The Progressive viewpoint brings to us a deeper insight into the church.  The Progressive view states that at no point in time were there dispensations nor was there a need for restoration because the church is just as full and complete today as it was on the Day of Pentecost.  The church began in power and glory and is still today a church of power and glory as it has always been a church of power and glory.  Nothing has ever changed about the church because there is no need to change perfection.  And the church is perfect.  It is the earthly presentation of a perfect Lord.  It is His Body and thus has obtained the exact same degree of perfection that He achieved.  The progressive nature of God’s work today is only defined by an unveiling of the perfection that already exists, but may not be fully seen.


The Progressive view looks at church history as a continuous progression upward into Her true position.  The negative events take Her upward as well as the positive events.  Never has She slipped or fallen, but has instead continued onward and upward as the Lord has purposed.  Her upward journey is marked not by the church being improved; but instead, it is marked by how much of the devil’s domain She has conquered.  Furthermore, Her progression is not marked by improvements being made as much as it is God’s light unfolding what the church is in truth already – a Bride without spot or blemish.

As I studied these viewpoints to see which one I agreed with, God’s light began to dawn upon me.  Paul told Timothy that he should be “rightly dividing” the word of God.  If we accept the word of God as the Person of Jesus Christ, we see then that Jesus was divided into three parts: spirit, soul, and body.  The body or flesh of Jesus was very much dispensational.  It was here for a time and then that time ended.  Certain things had to be done before He came in the flesh.  And then, after He came in the flesh, certain other things could be done that could not have possibly been done before He had come.  This brings validity to the Dispensational view at the level of the flesh of the word.

The flesh of the word is seen as the story in the Bible – Jesus feeding five thousand, Jonah in the belly of the fish, Noah in the ark.  The flesh of the word always deals with the story itself as actual events that occurred but have now ended.  Jesus actually fed five thousand men, plus the women and children.  That event has happened, but it had a specific starting point and ending point.  Therefore, the event itself is not continuing on today.  

The soul of the word looks at the flesh of the word (the story or event) and concludes what should be learned from this story or event.  In regards to the feeding of the five thousand, the soul of the word concludes that regardless of what I have, it will be enough with Jesus.  This truth was true then and is true today.  In other words, the soul of the word is eternal in its application.  Furthermore, the soul of the Word began in victory but later experienced betrayal, suffering and finally separation from those that he had loved.  Afterwards, a time of renewal began that brought about a gradual improvement and recovery.  But this improvement and recovery could not be looked at as complete when He ascended because the disciples were still unable to comprehend what He was doing.  The Lord had to close His ministry by simply telling the disciples to go and wait for the promise of the Father.  Even though His work was complete in fact, it could not be looked upon as complete in terms of practice because it was not yet the reality of those that He had taught.  More time would be needed for His disciples to walk in what He had taught them.  Therefore, the soul of the word validates the Restorationist viewpoint.


But then we come to the spirit of the word.  The spirit of the word in the feeding of the five thousand is this – whose hand is it in?   Is the thing in my hand or in Jesus’ hand?  If the “fish and bread” stay in my hand, it falters, is not enough, and finally dies.  If I place it in Jesus’ hand it grows, prospers and lives to accomplish what needs to be done.  The spirit of the word always deals with the life of the word as it relates to me directly.  It is eternal in application, yet it is not a teaching only.  It always speaks personally to my relationship with Jesus on any issue as a specific point of faith.  The soul of the word deals with the knowledge of the word.  It too is eternal in application, but it speaks a general knowledge equally to all believers.  The flesh of the word deals with the Scriptural facts and it is only temporary in duration.  The events of most of the Bible have already occurred.  Only a very few events remain to be completed.


This study will take an approach toward the subject of the church and God’s ordained order for Her by compiling all of these viewpoints into one.  That compiled viewpoint I am going to call a Directive view of the church.  This name, although of my own origin, works well to describe what I hope to teach within this study.  I believe that God has, in fact, orchestrated or directed all previous events to speak to the church a specific message in these final days.  That message contains great hope for the church as She faces times of great uncertainty and danger.  That message is simply this, “I have been in control of all things and I have directed all things at every level to perfect you, My Bride.  Do not fear, for I AM with you.”


It is my hope that you will receive that message from this study of God’s word.  Allow the Spirit of God to direct your thoughts into His.  Some of what is presented in this study may over turn your traditional mindsets.  If you have been in the church for any length of time, these mindsets are already developed within you.  Do not fight against the Holy Spirit, but simply ask Him to reveal His Truth to you – not mine.  It is obvious that things must change before the Lord’s return.  It is also certain that His return hinges upon His church yielding to and yearning for Him.

2 Peter 3:10-13

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?  13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
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· Peter was called while fishing or casting his net.  Jesus said he would be a fisher of men.  His focus was upon bringing people into the Kingdom.  Peter led people to the King and His Kingdom.

· Paul was a tent-maker by trade.  His focus was upon building the house of God and setting it in order.  Paul taught people about the King’s nature and led people to understand the rules of the Kingdom.

· John was called while mending his net.  His focus was upon mending the relationship the man within the house of God had with the God of the house.  John focused upon restoring what was damaged within the Kingdom and the house.

[image: image1.wmf]SPIRIT

MAN

HOUSE

OF

GOD

NAME

BODY

LIFE

L

I

G

H

T

KINGDOM

OF

GOD

SON

OF

GOD

R

E

L

A

T

I

O

N

S

H

I

P

PETER

PAUL

JOHN

THREE REALMS OF GOD

OBEDIENCE

GOD

WORK

Section One

THE WAY

THE

KINGDOM

OF

GOD


[image: image2.wmf]GOD

WORK


CHAPTER 1

John 14:1-6

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 “And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the way?”  6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.


So often are these words of the Lord’s quoted.  Yet, their deep and profound meaning just as often slips right by us.  In the closing hours of our Lord’s ministry, He again told His disciples of His soon departure.  And again, they failed to comprehend what Jesus was saying to them.  In His final address to His disciples prior to His crucifixion, Jesus told them of a place that He was preparing for them.  Furthermore, He said that they knew how to come to where He was going.  Now many have supposed that here the Lord was speaking specifically of that place we so often call heaven.  And certainly, it would be wrong to think it otherwise.  Jesus went to prepare a place for us and we can, and should, call this place heaven.  However, at this point, we must ask ourselves, “What is heaven?”  Is heaven the place where the Father dwells and sits upon a throne of glory?  Yes, it is all of that, but it is more.  Heaven should be broadly defined as the place where Jesus is since He said that He was going to this place.

Ephesians 1:20-21

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
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Certainly this passage of Scripture confirms to us the fact that Jesus went to be with His Father.  Jesus is in heaven sitting at the right hand of God the Father.  In this position, He is “far above” all demonic powers as they have been placed in subjection to Him.  He is there now.  This is the first reality of the Kingdom of God and this is the present reality of most Christians today.  Their Jesus is in heaven while they see themselves here – in this earthly realm.  Their prayers are focused upon getting a distant God, One Who is in the third heaven, to move on their behalf here in the earth – the first heaven.  They read in the Bible of stories where that very thing happened for others and their hope is to get the same response to occur for them now.  All of this seems right so far – or is it?

Ephesians 2:5-6

5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Colossians 1:27

27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Luke 17:20-21

20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21 “nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

Now we see a second and a third reality of the Kingdom of heaven.  The second reality is that in the Kingdom of God, we also are sitting next to God the Father in Christ.  In other words, all Christians are in heaven now.  Right now!  But we experience this reality only as we are conscious of being in Christ.  The third Kingdom reality is Christ is in us right now and with Him is also the fullness of His Kingdom.  We experience this reality only as we stop looking to a distant God and start experiencing a very present God.  One Who is with us right now, all the time.  We must grab hold of the reality of heaven in us now more than us in heaven one day.  We must see that where Jesus there is heaven and where He is there we are abiding in Him and He is abiding in us.

Colossians 1:13,19

13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,
Ephesians 1:13

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Jesus became all that heaven is to those that still abide in the natural realm.  He gave us access to what already existed before the throne of God in the third heaven.  In other words, living in Christ is the same as abiding in the third heaven on a spiritual level; the only difference is where your body abides while you are physically alive.  Although your body abides within the first heaven, your spirit abides within the third heaven in Jesus Christ.  This occurred immediately upon salvation, not just after physical death.  Your body has become God’s doorway into the natural realm through your human spirit just like the body of Jesus became your doorway to the Father through the Holy Spirit.  This fact is so incredibly powerful.  If Christians could grasp the reality of the Kingdom of heaven within them, the world would literally be transformed by the power of God overnight.  Jesus became for every believer a spiritual doorway into the third heaven where the Throne of God exists.  If we will allow it to happen, through this Door will flow the fullness of heaven into the earth.

Luke 10:9

9 “And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’
True ministry should be seen as releasing the reality of the Kingdom within us into the world around us.  As we lay hands upon the sick, we must release the Kingdom within us to them.  Our hands should be extending outward from within the Kingdom reaching out to those that are bound in the world.  When we touch them, they should likewise be touching the Kingdom of God in us.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6

4 And we have such trust through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.


The diagram on the next page illustrates what I have been saying thus far.  The first heaven, or natural realm, is represented by the smaller square.  The larger square around the smaller square represents the spirit realm that coexists with the first heaven.  We might call this the second heaven.  It is the realm of operation for angels and demons as they work for or against people.  It is also the realm of the Holy Spirit.  The large circle represents the all-encompassing Kingdom of God.  The smaller circle in the center is exactly the same as the larger circle except that it abides within the “born again” believer in Christ.  This illustration shows how Jesus opened to us all that exists within the third heaven of God – a place “far above” the reach of the devil.
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KINGDOM REALITIES


Many people speak about the Kingdom of God and well they should since it was the central issue of Jesus’ teachings.  But what exactly is the Kingdom of God?  Furthermore, how can we recognize it?  Let us together look at some Scripture verses that will help us determine what the Kingdom of God is by seeing the characteristics of the Kingdom as they are presented to us in Scripture.

1. Matthew 6:33
33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.

The Kingdom of God contains everything that you need.

2. Matthew 12:28
28 “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.

The Kingdom of God contains greater power than does Satan’s domain and can easily overturn his rule.

3. Matthew 19:24
24 “And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

Not everyone or everything is able to enter into the Kingdom of God.  Some things are not permitted into the Kingdom and, if one is attached to some forbidden thing, both the person and the thing are kept out of the Kingdom.

4. Matthew 21:31
31 “Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots enter the kingdom of God before you.

Mark 10:14-15

14 But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 15 “Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”

Unexpected types of people make up the membership of the Kingdom of God.  Having a child-like innocence helps one enter into the Kingdom.

5. Matthew 21:43
43 “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.

The Kingdom of God cannot be controlled by man in any way, but is totally controlled by God.

6. Mark 4:11-12

11 And He said to them, “To you it has been given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in parables, 12 “so that 

‘Seeing they may see and not perceive, 

And hearing they may hear and not understand; 

Lest they should turn, 

And their sins be forgiven them.’ ”

The Kingdom of God contains mysteries that cannot be understood with the natural mind.  Furthermore, it takes a proper relationship with God for Him to reveal His Kingdom to you.

7. Luke 7:28
28 “For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Everyone in the Kingdom of God has greater potential and power than the greatest men in the Old Testament.  There are levels within the Kingdom and all that enter do not hold the same level.  Some are greater and some are lesser than others are.

8. Luke 10:9
9 “And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

Miracles are a manifestation of the Kingdom of God.

9. Luke 13:18-19

18 Then He said, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?  19 “It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.”

A small release of the Kingdom’s power can produce great fruit and bless many people.

10. Luke 13:20-21

20 And again He said, “To what shall I liken the kingdom of God?  21 “It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.”

When released in the world, the Kingdom of God influences and changes everything it touches.

11. Luke 17:20-21
20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; 21 “nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

The Kingdom of God is within Christians.

12. John 3:3,5
3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

By being “born again” we qualify for entry into the Kingdom of God.

KINGDOM PRINCIPLES


From His Kingdom Throne, God executes His will in all the earth.  His chosen method of executing His will is through words.  His will is only satisfied in the Word that became flesh, Jesus Christ, Who alone worked in obedience to the Father’s will.  Because Jesus alone was obedient, Jesus alone can do Kingdom work through the authority of His Kingdom reign.  Man cannot do Kingdom work because his works always fall short from being perfectly obedient.  Only Jesus was perfect in obedience.  Only Jesus fully submitted to the complete will of the Father and therefore, only Jesus can perform Kingdom work.  However, this is not a problem since we have just seen that all Christians carry the Kingdom, as well as the King of the Kingdom, within them.  The only thing necessary for our works to be Kingdom work is for Christ in us to be the Doer of those works.

However, this brings us to a point where we should ask another obvious question, “How do we know when it is us or Christ in us working?”  For instance, if we go to preach the gospel in a foreign land, can it be said that this work is always a Kingdom work?  Can such a noble effort as this ever be anything less than a Kingdom work?  Many people would forcefully argue that such noble and obviously good labors are always to be classified as Kingdom work.  As forcefully as they might present their case, they would remain totally wrong simply because they began with a wrong premise.  They began with an assumption that any good work is a God work and this is not so.  It is true that every God work is a good work.  However, there are many good works that have nothing to do with the Kingdom of God, nor do they find their origin within the will of the King.


Take for example the evangelism of India.  India needs evangelizing.  This fact is obvious and certain.  However, the way that God has willed for India to be evangelized is singular in nature.  In other words, God already has a plan to evangelize India.  He is not torn over the proper way to proceed.  He already knows exactly what He is going to do.  Thus, He is not at all interested in coming up with a new plan since the one that He currently has is perfect.  Man may make many plans for India’s salvation; but nevertheless, in the Kingdom of God, there is only one way – never many ways.  Regarding any issue, some people may be doing this thing and some may be doing that thing, but it does not change the fact of God’s predetermined will about the issue.  God has a plan.  If our works are to be Kingdom work, we must spend more time discovering His will and less time working out our plans.  Therefore, two primary Kingdom principles require our examination.  The first is the Principle of One and the second is the Principle of Submission.  The first centers upon the intellect and the second centers within the heart.  Let us examine these two principles in detail.
THE PRINCIPLE OF ONE

Matthew 6:22 (KJV 1611)

22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. 

Luke 10:41-42

41 And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. 42 “But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”


Christians that desire to serve God must understand the need for singularity of thought.  Jesus told Martha that only “one thing” is necessary – not many.  And so it always is in the Kingdom of God.  When our minds are focused upon many possibilities, we will fail to do Kingdom work because a Kingdom work has only one possibility.  For example, people often struggle over issues in life wanting to do what is right and avoid that which is wrong.  They examine the issue itself and ascertain the right and wrong aspects of the issue.  In doing this, they feel that they are behaving properly because their desire is to do right.  However, their focus is upon two things – right and wrong.

When we examine issues based upon right and wrong, good and bad, proper and improper, correct and incorrect, we have fallen into a trap that immediately takes us away from any possibility of discovering the Kingdom way.  Man’s actions should never be based upon a knowing of right and wrong or good and evil.  Instead, man’s actions should always be based upon the singular principle of obedience.  In obedience, right and wrong are placed into the hands of God, where they belong.  In the Principle of One, we have no need to examine both right and wrong.  Our only need is simply to discover God’s will whatever it may be.  In doing this, our focus is singular in nature.  Thus, the Principle of One defines the fact that Kingdom obedience is more than trying to do right instead of wrong.  Kingdom obedience seeks only God’s will in the issue and leaves all other determinations to the Lord. 

Many believe in pursuing right over wrong as their principle of life.  Their reported purpose in so doing this is so that they can obey God or possibly some moral standard.  However, such obedience is weak and shallow because it is divided within itself over two opposing points.  For in a time of temptation, this type of obedience crumbles and falls into sin.  Only in the obedience of Christ is there no room for the flesh.  For only Jesus was able to fully defeat temptation at every encounter.  Therefore, when we seek the right and wrong of an issue, we are about to rely upon self to overcome instead of Christ in us.  Instead of seeking that which is right and that which is wrong and then responding based upon the knowledge gained, obedience leaves the determination of right and wrong in God’s hands and not ours.

The principle of good and evil is to live according to what is right and wrong.  Before Adam and Eve fell, their knowledge of right and wrong was in God’s hands.  They sought out neither right nor wrong; but instead, they sought out God Himself.  As they lived in the presence of God, He was their source of right and wrong.  Apart from God, they knew nothing at all because their knowledge of good and evil was only in Him.  When they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they found a source of right and wrong in something other than God.  Since the fall, the tendency to return to and live out of our fallen knowledge of good and evil is incredibly strong within all of us.  Hell will be full with victims that tried to live by the principle of good and evil.

Matthew 7:13-14

13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 “Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.


Consequently, after the fall, men did not need to find in God the sense of right and wrong.  They now had it within themselves.  This was the direct result of the fall.  Thus, the way of man became two instead of one.  The way of the Kingdom is singular; it is life.  Notice that Adam’s option in the other tree was not life and death.  It was just the Tree of Life – singular.  Death was fully contained within good and fully contained within evil.  This is why Jesus said that the Kingdom way is narrow and the world’s ways are broad.  The world always sees many ways to an issue; whereas, in the Kingdom, there is only one way.  That one way is summed up in the Person of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, the work of redemption brings us back to the place where we again find our right and wrong in God alone.  Let us examine Jesus regarding the subject of the Principle of One.

Matthew 16:21-23

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”
Peter had just proclaimed Jesus to be the Christ of God.  But before the evening was complete, the Bible tells us that Peter rebuked the Lord after Jesus had told His disciples of His coming death.  Peter respected the Lord and therefore he took Jesus aside so as not to rebuke Him openly in front of the others.  Peter felt compelled to do this because the things that Jesus had just spoken of were too bad for him to allow them to happen.  Here we can see the beauty of the Principle of One.  Peter had examined Jesus’ death based upon the knowledge of good and evil.  From this knowledge, the Lord’s death was clearly wrong and not right.  So Peter felt that it must be stopped.  He must have thought that something so obviously bad could not possibly be God’s will.  But, in fact, it was God’s will.  

Furthermore, the Lord called Peter “Satan”.  Jesus did this to clearly mark the origin of these words.  These words proceeded from the knowledge of good and evil and not from life.  Therefore, they could not be the words of God, but were the words of Satan.  Their origin was satanic because their focus was upon what man concluded instead of what God willed.  Whenever we examine any issue based upon right and wrong, we, like Peter, fail to enter into the Kingdom reality.  The way of God is completely different than the ways of men and must be revealed to men for them to see it clearly.  If our minds are fixed upon right and wrong, we will always fail to see it.

Matthew 26:39,42,46

39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 46 “Rise, let us be going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”


In Gethsemane, the Lord sought out His Father’s will regarding the “cup” that was before Him.  Notice that never was the subject brought up as to whether the cup was right or wrong.  The only prevalent issue before our Lord was whether or not the cup and God’s will were one.  If the cup and God’s will were one, then it was a foregone conclusion that Jesus would drink it.  The Lord openly expressed to His Father His own preference, but He made the Father’s will and not His preference the central issue of His prayer.  This is the Principle of One at work.  The Principle of One opens the way of obedience to those that desire the privilege of being led by the Father’s will.  Thus, we see the beauty of the Lord’s words when He said, “Rise, let us be going.”  Once He had discovered the Father’s will regarding the cup, He immediately set out to obey.

To know the way of the Kingdom of God, Christians must seek out the will of God and not what is right and wrong about an issue.  Many people in the church today fail in this regard.  In relationships, we endeavor to see who is right and who is wrong.  We even judge the actions of others based upon the principle of good and evil instead of the principle of life.  So often Jesus tried to get the Pharisees to see the difference between these two separate principles.  When He healed on the Sabbath or ate with unwashed hands, it was this very thing that He sought to show them.  But because of their religious pride, they could not see.  Religion is a manifestation of pride in people.  It shows others how I have achieved in the doing of what is right and also how I have achieved in rejecting the doing of what is wrong.  It becomes only natural for the religious to then place their standard of right and wrong before others to meet also.  

Only in obedience can man be delivered from this ever-present trap.  For in obedience, the responsibility for right and wrong is removed from us and transferred to God.  Just like a father that gives his son a direction to follow, if the son obeys the father, then the responsibility of right or wrong in the action rests upon the father and not the son.  This brings us to the second primary Kingdom principle.

THE PRINCIPLE OF SUBMISSION

James 4:7

7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Romans 13:1

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.
The Principle of Submission deals with the issue of walking in Kingdom authority over the powers of darkness.  It must first be understood that all authority is an extension of God, for God is the only source of authority.  Every form of authority in existence exists because of the will of God.  God originally gave Adam authority to be His steward over His creation.  But because of rebellion, Adam lost this authority to Satan.  God gave the Law to show man that he could not regain what he had lost through his own efforts.  Finally, God came to earth in Jesus Christ and fulfilled the Law.  Through His fulfillment of the Law, Jesus established a righteous way to regain for man the authority that Adam had lost to Satan.  But God’s authority in the earth over Satan, at this present time, is only in Christ.  Therefore, for man to walk in authority over darkness, he must, like Christ, be fully submitted to the authority of God in Christ.

All forms of rebellion limit our spiritual power, for the domain of darkness is built on the principle of rebellion – not sin.  In fact, rebellion is far more damaging to spiritual power than sin can ever be.  Sin works against the nature of God, but rebellion works against the authority of God.  God’s nature is love and love suffers long.  So sinning against His love, although bad, is far more tolerable than sinning against His authority.  It was rebellion, a sin against God’s authority, that got Satan kicked out of heaven in the first place.  If we are to have the power to resist the devil, we must first be submitted to God’s authority.  Therefore, rebellion can be called the satanic principle.

Isaiah 14:12-13

12 “How you are fallen from heaven, 

O Lucifer, son of the morning! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 

You who weakened the nations!

13 For you have said in your heart: 

‘I will ascend into heaven, 

I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; 

I will also sit on the mount of the congregation 

On the farthest sides of the north;


Satan’s objective was to usurp God’s throne and God’s authority.  His actions constituted an act of rebellion – a sin against God’s authority.  Because rebellion became the principle of operation for the satanic realm, God is acutely sensitive about anything that is now done through this principle.  Regardless of how perfect the sacrifice might be, if it is made through the satanic principle, God rejects it.  Regardless of how wonderful the work might be, if it is done through the satanic principle, God abhors it.  Regardless of how needful the service might be, if it is performed through the satanic principle, God hates it.

1 Samuel 15:1-3, 10-11, 22-23

Samuel also said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the Lord. 2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 ‘Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ” 
10 Now the word of the Lord came to Samuel, saying, 11 “I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back from following Me, and has not performed My commandments.” And it grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night. 

22 Then Samuel said: 

“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

As in obeying the voice of the Lord? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

And to heed than the fat of rams.

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 

He also has rejected you from being king.”

King Saul had been placed in a position of authority over Israel.  He had God’s authority to lead Israel as a nation.  However, from this position of authority, Saul rebelled against God’s command.  When we walk in authority, we are more accountable to God for our actions and, from those in a position of authority, God will not tolerate rebellion for long.  Saul chose to disobey when he examined the value of some of the cattle and thought of how good it would make him look to parade the enemy king before the people.  If he had known of the Principle of One, he would have understood that human examination based upon good and bad options always leads one away from God.  But he did not know it and this disobedience was an act of direct rebellion toward God.


When Samuel arrived, he angrily rebuked Saul for his actions.  He knew Saul’s heart was being moved by fear instead of faith.  Furthermore, Samuel understood that Saul was unable to understand the awful wickedness of his actions.  Saul tried to justify his act of rebellion by declaring his intention to sacrifice the spoil to the Lord.  But Samuel made the point perfectly clear – God does not want our independent actions.  He wants our obedience more than our sacrifice.  Only in perfect obedience can the flesh be totally eliminated.  Only in perfect obedience can God’s judgments be free of human reasoning and intellectual examinations.


Christians must begin to understand how serious it is to sin against authority.  In the church today, there are many works being done “for God” out of the satanic principle.  I have heard it said that such and such work is a Kingdom work.  Therefore, I must be submitted to God and not to man.  How foolish are such statements as these.  Hopefully all works should be Kingdom works.  But this does not mean that God has not placed the work under the authority of a man.  All ministry work originated by the Holy Spirit is a Kingdom work.  However, all of these Kingdom works will likewise be placed under the stewardship authority of an apostle or prophet in the house of God.  There is no such thing as a Kingdom work without there also being a man of authority over that work.  Therefore, to be part of that work requires one to also be submitted to the authority of God’s particular steward over the work.

Genesis 9:1-6

So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. 2 “And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be on every beast of the earth, on every bird of the air, on all that move on the earth, and on all the fish of the sea. They are given into your hand. 3 “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. 4 “But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 “Surely for your lifeblood I will demand a reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will require it, and from the hand of man. From the hand of every man’s brother I will require the life of man.

6 “Whoever sheds man’s blood, 

By man his blood shall be shed; 

For in the image of God 

He made man.


After the flood, God gave Noah two new commandments: (1) eat meat; (2) rule over and, if necessary, kill men.  Here God forever placed into the hands of men the right to rule over and exercise authority over other men.  God wanted men to assist Him in governing people through delegated authority.  There were, of course, qualifications for this authority to be exercised.  Nonetheless, the authority was firmly placed into the hands of men and has remained there ever since.  Today God requires Christians to be stewards of His authority.  A pastor has a stewardship to God in his calling.  He must perform within his calling based upon an authority that God has placed upon him.  Part of that authority will entail ruling over other people at a certain level.  This is a delegated authority because it comes from God to one person but it to be used for other people.  In other words, God delegates His authority to the pastor to do a certain Kingdom work within the lives of some of His people.  To rebel against the pastor’s authority is the same as rebelling against God Himself.  To usurp the pastor’s authority is to operate in the satanic principle.


A hard fact for some Christians to accept is that God will allow an ungodly man to rule over you for a season.  Even though the man in authority may be an ungodly man, he still represents God’s authority.  Nothing has changed in this regard.  God tests all in this way that desire to walk in true Kingdom authority.  David was tested for years over this very issue.  Even though he had been anointed as king, Saul still held the authority.  Many times an opportunity presented itself to David to be rid of Saul, but each time David refused to touch it.  He would say repeatedly that he would not touch the Lord’s anointed.  David waited patiently for God to establish his rule and authority.  Furthermore, if God did not establish it, David did not want any part of it.  Unlike Saul, David was more concerned about pleasing God than pleasing men.


If you desire to walk in power and authority in the Kingdom of God, God will, for a season, place you under a person that abuses his or her position of authority.  At some point, God will deal with them.  But that is not the important issue for us to consider.  The important issue that we must consider is why would God do something that seems to be so bad.  Again, it is because God is testing you.  But you might ask, “What about me is He testing?”  That is a good question and this is the answer.  God is testing you to see if you will establish yourself through the satanic principle of rebellion or if you will practice the Principle of Submission and allow Him the opportunity to establish you.  If you rebel against wrongly used authority, it is still rebellion.  It is still the same satanic principle that Saul tried to use in making his sacrifice to God.  It is attempting to do good through an evil method.
In the Kingdom, the end result does not justify the means to the result.  All forms of ministry must be seen as simply a release of Kingdom authority from one person to another.  If the anointing were like electricity, then spiritual authority would be the copper wire that carries it.  Therefore, if we desire to be used to transfer God’s anointing, we must likewise be submitted to His authority.  Submission must be learned through a breaking process.  It does not come natural for us.  Just like a rider will break a horse before he uses the horse, so God must break us before we become useful to Him.

John 10:17-18

17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”
Because of this, God uses authority in two ways that always follows the same order.  He first uses authority to kill us and then He uses authority to raise us up.  In Jesus, it was God’s authority that killed Him.  He said no man was taking His life, but He was giving it up.  Yet, God used authority vested in men – ungodly men – to perform this operation of authority in the death of His Son.  Because Jesus yielded not to the rightness or wrongness of His death, but singularly to His Father’s will regarding His death, this allowed God’s authority to establish Jesus’ throne forever and ever.  The first work of authority is to break and bring about a death in the earth.  However, the second work of authority is to bring about resurrection life through that death for the Kingdom of God.

Both of these two works can be easily seen in the life of the Lord.  It was at the hands of sinners that He was crucified.  Yet, these sinners were men in authority. Because Jesus submitted to their authority, He was likewise submitting to His Father’s will.  When questioned by Pilate and Herod, Jesus remained silent.  Astonished at His silence, Pilate went so far as to declare the degree of power that he had over Jesus.  Only then did Jesus say that he would have no power at all unless it had been given from above (John 19:11).  Therefore, when Jesus met with ungodly men in authority, He remained silent.  But when he was asked similar questions from Caiaphas, Jesus also remained silent until Caiaphas put Him “under oath by the living God” (Matthew 26:62-63).  Only then did Jesus directly respond to His accuser’s questions.  Let us see from this just how quickly Jesus responded to authority.  He never reviled delegated authority from the ungodly and when presented with direct authority, He immediately and respectfully responded.

Because so many do not understand the way of the Kingdom regarding authority, there is much rebellion in the church.  There are those that aggressively attempt to usurp established authority.  Most of this type of rebellion is caused by pride.  And then, there are those that passively rebel against authority.  Most of this type of rebellion is caused by fear.  Let us examine each of these two distinct manifestations of rebellion.  However, before we do, let me make it abundantly clear that rebellion is rebellion – plain and simple.  The only distinction in these two forms of rebellion should be viewed simply for purposes of examination and ministry.  There is no spiritual difference in the two before God.  He sees both types of rebellion as the same sin – a sin against His authority as God!

AGGRESSIVE REBELLION

Numbers 16:1-5

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; 2 and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown. 3 They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord?”
4 So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; 5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His and who is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses He will cause to come near to Him.



Nowhere in Scripture is there to be found a more perfect picture of aggressive rebellion than in the story of a Levite named Korah.  After Israel’s wholesale rebellion against God in Numbers 13 and 14, a Levite leader stages his own mini-rebellion in Numbers 16.  Korah had a position of authority serving in the Tabernacle of Meeting.  But on a certain day, he challenged Moses’ authority.  Korah’s challenge was threefold.  He first asserted that Moses was no better than anyone else was.  Secondly, he asserted that God had chosen everyone in Israel and not just Moses.  Thirdly, he asserted that he no longer had to obey Moses.  Moses would have probably agreed with his first two assertions.  For Moses knew that he was not any better than anyone else and he also knew that God had chosen all of Israel.  However, God had not chosen all of Israel to lead.  Moses was the unconditional leader.  Under him was Aaron.  God had an established order of authority and Korah failed to realize that coming against Moses’ authority was the same as coming against God’s throne.


Such rebellion could not exist within the camp.  Moses understood the seriousness of the situation.  However, in Korah’s mind, the only issue he could see was his own desire to be more than he currently was.  He would not allow God the opportunity to establish him in something.  He thought that he would simply take the authority himself and become a self-established leader over God’s people.  A man that ventures into such territory as this has no fear or reverence towards God.  So God is obliged to make his authority known by putting down those that come forward in the satanic principle.


Korah, through rebellion, not only lost the authority that he had been rightfully given, but he also lost his life.  All those that went with him as well as all those that he was in authority over (his household) met the same fate that fell upon Korah.  Upon whomever had entered into the satanic principle with Korah came the same punishment.  A man that has been properly installed into a position of authority represents God.  Furthermore, he continues to represent God’s authority even when he is wrongly using the authority.  David understood that even though Saul was wrongly using his authority, Saul still represented God’s authority.


There is a secret about authority that we need to see.  It is that authority itself can never be bad.  It is always good.  Authority is always good!  However, it is true that ever since God gave authority to man to rule over men that those in authority can misuse their gift.  But even when authority is misused, the authority itself does not become a bad thing.  How authority has been used may become a bad thing, but authority always remains pure and perfect.  Because many in the church are unable to separate authority from those that use authority, they have taken on a rebellious attitude.  They see authority as a bad thing that often hinders their liberty.  This is a lie, for without authority there can never be liberty.  Liberty without authority is called chaos.  It was this very chaos that caused God to destroy the earth with the flood of Noah.  After the flood, there came a new rule about authority and man’s role in it.


Because of misunderstanding authority, some Christians do not openly rebel; however, in their heart they are quietly saying, “No I will not yield to you.  I may look like I am with you but, in reality, my heart is far from you.”  The evidence of their rebellion does not come by a frontal assault like Korah.  But it comes quietly as they slip around the authority and go to others and mock the authority by being quick to point out all of his mistakes.  This is called passive rebellion.  It is far more prevalent in the church today.  Nonetheless, it still comes from the same Jezebel spirit that produces aggressive rebellion.

PASSIVE REBELLION

Genesis 9:20-27

20 And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 21 Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. 23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 25 Then he said: 

“Cursed be Canaan; 

A servant of servants 

He shall be to his brethren.”

26 And he said: 

“Blessed be the Lord, 

The God of Shem, 

And may Canaan be his servant.

27 May God enlarge Japheth, 

And may he dwell in the tents of Shem; 

And may Canaan be his servant.”


Ham presents to us one of the best pictures of passive rebellion.  After the flood, Noah was God’s authority on earth.  He held a similar position before the Lord that Abraham, Moses and David would later hold.  However, just like his successors, Noah had some faults.  One day Noah became drunk and passed out naked under his tent.  Ham, one of Noah’s sons, saw his father lying exposed.  It is here that we see the heart behind passive rebellion.  Passive rebellion delights in exposing the failures of authority to others.  The reason for this is because they resent having to obey.  They may disagree with the person in authority and that is allowed.  God has not called us to all possess the exact same understanding and revelation.  If so, there would only be one denomination in Christianity.  However, God expects us to walk in love toward one another.


Every Christian has been given a degree of authority in some Kingdom area.  It may be to parent your children or to pastor your church.  Some have been given large amounts of authority and some smaller amounts.  It all comes from God and is supposed to be used by us to accomplish God’s purposes in the earth.  However, we have all made mistakes in using our authority correctly.  When this occurs, God desires to lovingly bring correct into our lives.  However, if we kick against the correction, it may require a more forceful approach for the necessary changes to occur.  The sooner we yield to authority, the sooner we can continue onward in our spiritual growth.


Passive rebellion is so damaging because outwardly the person looks totally submitted to the authority around them.  At different points in time though, their true heart will come forth.  If we become spiritually discerning, we can begin to discern those that are walking with us as opposed to those that are with us in pretense only.  Another important point about passive rebellion is that it is a spiritual seed that we sow.  Thus, if we sow it toward one person, we will inevitably reap it from another person later on.  Just like with Ham, his rebellion was returned to him in servitude to those that he attempted to entice.  Ham lost his authority and was placed under the authority of his brothers.


Passive rebellion brings this same servitude upon all that agree with it.  When you rebel passively because of fears about authority, you may feel like rallying others to your viewpoint.  In reality, what you are attempting to do is create your own source of security by getting others to join with you in your rebellion to authority.  You have judged authority as an enemy to you and now you feel the need for a secure place from this supposed threat.  Those that you approach to entice with your words, if they refuse to agree with you, now have a place of authority over you that may not have previously existed.  Their superior position comes from one of two reasons.  First, they have something on you that could possibly be used against you (at least in your determination) since they may go to the authority and report what they have witnessed.  Thus, you could be found out.  This is the weaker reason.  The greater reason that they now would have authority over you is because they refused to enter into rebellion with you.  They chose to stay on the side of righteousness.  Because of this, God will work for them and against you.  God always works against rebellion, in all of its forms, as well as those that support it in any way.


This next section will give the student a very brief overview of all seven Kingdom principles.  It is not intended to be a complete study of each principle.  Its purpose is to only acquaint us with the facts of each principle on a general level.

ALL SEVEN KINGDOM PRINCIPLES DEFINED

1. The Principle of One – The Principle of One defines the way obedience operates in the Kingdom of God.  It tells us to seek God in every issue and not to seek out the right and wrong aspects of the issue.  This principle gives us entry into the Kingdom of God through Jesus as well as opening up the rest of the Kingdom to us.  Every time we are confronted with an issue, the Principle of One brings our focus upon God’s will as opposed to our knowledge of good and evil as they relate to the issue.  This is the central principle surrounding God’s commandments and our obedience to His commandments.  

Although it deals with obedience, it should not be called the Principle of Obedience.  The Principle of One stands apart from the subject of obedience regarding one major point.  Obedience can be done through the Law in a religious fashion.  However, the Principle of One eliminates any possibility of self-directed obedience based upon the knowledge of good and evil.  Basically, the Principle of One transfers the responsibility for right and wrong back into the hands of God and out of the hands of man.  As we seek His will and obey that will, God becomes our source of right and wrong instead of our own intellect.  

2. The Principle of Submission – The Principle of Submission gives us the revelation of Kingdom life as a life that is totally yielded to the authority of God at every level.  God alone is the source of all authority and any authority that does exist cannot exist apart from God.  Therefore, submitting to authority is, in essence, submitting to God.  Rebellion is sin against authority.  For Christians to walk in authority over darkness, they must be submitted to God’s authority.  Some of God’s authority He sovereignly executes in our lives.  Yet, He will place some of His authority over us into the hands of men.  The Principle of Submission tells us that it is impossible to truly be submitted to God’s direct authority if we are, at the same time, in rebellion to any of His delegated authorities.  For our authority in the Spirit to be genuine, we must be submitted to God and we cannot be truly submitted if any rebellion remains within our hearts.

3. The Principle of the Second – The Principle of the Second deals with the subject of God’s grace.  The Principle of the Second shows us how God makes choices under the Law and under grace.  If we are to live under God’s grace we must know this principle because living in Christ is living in the Principle of the Second.  Under the Law, the first is always the choice.  But under grace, the first is always given up and the second is always established.  Knowing exactly how this Kingdom principle operates gives us an accurate insight into what God’s choices for our lives will be.  Furthermore, this principle can reveal works of the Law as opposed to works of grace for us.

4. The Principle of Seed Time and Harvest – The Principle of Seed Time and Harvest illustrates God’s method of starting and finishing His work in the earth.  The Gospel is spread and the Kingdom expands based upon the operation of the Principle of Seed Time and Harvest.  This principle touches every area of life without exception.  Basically, this principle shows us that before Kingdom life can be released, there must first be a death in the earth.  Only after this can there then be a spiritual harvest in resurrection life and Kingdom fruit.  This principle relates closely to the subject of consecration to the Lord.  Everything consecrated to the Lord in the Old Testament was sacrificed.  Once the sacrifice was made a harvest of blessings were then released to God’s people.

5. The Principle of Stewardship – The Principle of Stewardship deals with man’s service to God as in Matthew 25:14-30.  If we are to serve the Lord, then we must understand stewardship because only through the Principle of Stewardship will our service be acceptable to Him.  The first act of stewardship was from Adam in the garden when he named the animals.  God has never given ownership of His creation to Satan or to man.  However, He did give the authority of stewardship to man.  But man lost this authority through an act of rebellion toward God.  In Christ, the authority of stewardship was once again re-established for man.  However, man must always remember that ownership remains with God alone.  The steward is to manage the assets of another person.  He is not the owner, but only the manager.  This principle relates to the quality of our service to the Lord.  As the Principle of One relates to God’s mandatory commandments, the Principle of Stewardship relates to God’s discretionary commandments.  In other words, when God told Adam to not eat of the tree, this was a mandatory commandment.  But when Adam was instructed to name the animals, the Lord gave Adam a degree of discretion as to what he would call each animal.  The only mandatory part was that the animals were named, the rest was up to Adam’s discretion.  This illustrates stewardship.  However, failure to be a good steward still constitutes sin before God even though it may have originated in a discretionary issue or gift that He gave you to oversee.

6. The Principle of the First and Last – The Principle of the First and Last illustrates how God prioritizes His Kingdom.  The Kingdom orders things differently than the world does.  In the world, the first are first.  However, in the Kingdom, the first are last and the last are first.  In the world, you live and then you die.  Yet, in the Kingdom, you die and only then can you truly live.  It is not opposite from the world, the world is opposite from the Kingdom.  Also, this principle deals with ranking within Kingdom life based upon function and based upon reward.  Not all Christians will stand equally in eternity.  Some who are important today, although they will be in heaven will not hold their same place of prominence there.  The primary purpose of this Kingdom principle is to work selflessness into God’s people and reward those that learned to apply it in life.

7. The Principle of Value – The Principle of Value relates to man placing value upon the same thing that God places value upon.  The parable in Matthew 22:2-14 illustrates this.  Also value is to be judged by Kingdom measurements and not earthly.  All spiritual work is judged or valued by its weight – gold, silver and precious stones as opposed to wood, hay and stubble.  The world places value upon effort and effectiveness in work.  Whereas, in the Kingdom, these things do not constitute true value because they speak of or point toward the work done.  The Principle of Value is concerned more about the person that works as opposed to the work that is done.  This principle, more than any other, relates to the heart and where we place our love – in the world (Ishmael), in God’s work (Isaac), or in God alone.  

In the world, our work holds the value of dirt and clay.  While we focus upon work in our ministry for the Lord, the value increases to iron and bronze.  However, when our work is totally focused upon the Lord Jesus alone, it becomes gold, silver and precious stones.  Again, this does not refer to the type of work done as much as the heart behind the performance of the work.  True and costly value in the Kingdom of God is always a matter of the heart.

A person may begin to write a book.  He diligently works on the book and brings it to completion.  Now the Principle of Value looks at this work to see why he wrote the book.  If he wrote because of his need to be recognized in the body of Christ, his work is dirt and clay.  If he wrote because he saw a benefit that others would receive because of his book, his work is bronze and iron.  However, if he wrote because the Lord commanded him and his sole purpose was to glorify Jesus through his obedience, his work is gold and silver.  The same work could be any of the three.  Where it is, in God’s final judgment, will be based upon the heart of the worker and not the work itself.

It will be this principle more than any other that God will use to judge Christians at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Works that only contain the effort, strength and ability of man are dirt and clay.  These works will cost us in that day.  Works that contain God and man together in some degree of mixture are bronze and iron.  Although there will be no loss on account of these works, there will likewise be no gain either.  However, works that are full of the Spirit of God containing nothing of man’s strength and ability will bring to the bearer great rewards.  They are works of weight.  They are works of gold, silver and precious stones.  I will capsulate each of these seven Kingdom principles to help the reader better grasp the central essence of the Spirit of life in each principle.

1. The Principle of One – 



Obedience
2. The Principle of Submission – 

Authority
3. The Principle of the Second – 


Grace
4. The Principle of Seed Time and Harvest – Ministry
5. The Principle of Stewardship – 

Service
6. The Principle of the First and Last – 
Body Life
7. The Principle of Value – 


Judgment
THE WORKS OF AUTHORITY


The works of authority are probably the most misunderstood thing within the body of Christ.  The church, or the body of Christ as it is referred to, must view what it is as a mirror image of what Jesus is.  The same process that Jesus underwent is exemplary of the process God is now working upon the church.  This process is necessary not to make the church into what Jesus is, for she is that already.  No, the reason for this process is to reveal to the church exactly what She is.  Until the works of authority are completed, the church can be told what She is, but She can never believe hard enough to accept it.


An old story that I once heard illustrates this point very well.  An eagle’s nest had been pilfered by a wicked man.  The man took an egg from the nest and brought it to his own house.  He placed the egg in his chicken pen along with the other chicken eggs.  There the egg hatched and there the eagle grew up along side the other chickens.  The young eagle observed the chickens around him and he did as they did.  He acted like they acted.  He ate like they ate for as far as he could see, he was a chicken.


However, one day as the young eagle stood in the chicken yard picking at the ground with the other chickens, he paused for a moment as he observed a shadow pass by him.  He stopped and turned upward to see what had made the shadow.  To his amazement, gently and effortlessly soaring above his head was the most beautiful and majestic bird that he had ever seen.  He motioned toward the bird and asked the chicken next to him to tell him what type of bird this might be.  The chicken stopped for a moment, looked up and then said, “Oh that is an eagle.  But you must quit looking up at them and keep your mind focused upon what you are and what you are doing.  You are a chicken and chickens cannot do what eagles do.  Eagles live up there in the clouds, while we chickens live down here on the ground.”


Reluctantly, the young eagle turned his eyes from the beautiful, majestic image.  Again, his world in the chicken pen captured his gaze and he continued to pick around in the ground.  Nevertheless, the beautiful image pulled upon his thoughts.  He could not seem to let it go, nor was he even sure that he wanted to let it go.  As his fascination grew with what he had seen that day, he began to talk more openly about his dreams of one day soaring in the clouds as well.  The more he talked about it, the more the other chickens begin to ridicule him.  Finally, his fascination with soaring in the clouds was disrupting life as usual in the chicken pen.  Therefore, a day came when the head rooster came to the young eagle and told him that he was no longer welcome to live in the chicken pen any more.  He must leave!


Rejected and now alone for the first time, the young eagle journeyed into a strange and different world from what he had formerly known in the security of the chicken pen.  So many preditors seemed to be all around him and each one desired to take his life.  He learned to walk in the shadows, ducking from hiding place to hiding place in hopes of avoiding these dangerous, new enemies.  As he journeyed, the young eagle came to an open meadow.  Fear gripped his heart as he looked for a way to cross this exposed area safely.  However, there appeared to be no way to avoid this open meadow.  He must either give up his journey by staying where he was or walk out into the open meadow risking exposure to the predators.  Finally, he decided to take the risk.  Slowly, at first, he proceeded into the meadow.  Nothing bad happened.  Feeling a slight degree of relief, the young eagle continued onward through the great open meadow.  

But as he went, suddenly something passed by him.  Immediately, the young eagle reacted in fear.  But after a moment, it passed him again.  This time he paid closer attention.  To his amazement, what he saw was the shadow from long ago that he had first seen while still in the chicken pen.  However, this time, the shadow was larger than he had remembered it being.  He looked up and sure enough soaring above him was the beautiful, majestic eagle.  Only now it seemed that the eagle was closer and had noticed him.  Not only that, but it looked as though the eagle was coming towards him.

In only a matter of a few seconds, there stood before him the most powerful looking bird that he had ever seen.  The great eagle asked the young eagle where he was going.  The young eagle replied that he did not exactly know where he was heading.  So the great eagle said to the young eagle, “Come and follow me and we will soar together.”  The young eagle looked at the great eagle with tears in his eyes and said, “Oh how I have longed to soar where you soar way up in the clouds, but how can I do that since I am only a chicken?  Can chickens learn how to soar like eagles?”  The great eagle replied, “No, I am sorry.  Chickens can never learn to be eagles.  Chickens can only be what they are – chickens.  However, who told you that you are a chicken?”  So the young eagle told the great eagle about his life in the chicken pen as well as his subsequent journey since leaving it.

After listening to his story, the great eagle said, “You have believed a lie.  I am giving you the truth and the truth is that you and I are just alike.  You are not a chicken; you are an eagle.  Therefore, it is not necessary for you to learn something about eagles since you are one.  The only thing that you need to learn is that you are not a chicken.”  Astonished at this revelation, the young eagle stood staring at the great eagle in disbelief.  After a moment, the young eagle asked, “How do I learn this?”  With a gentle smile the great eagle replied, “Oh that’s the easy part.  Simply start flapping your wings and come away with me.”

In this simple story, we can see the two works of authority.  The first work of authority in the young eagle’s life hurt him and removed him from life in the chicken pen.  The second work of authority in the young eagle’s life challenged him to be what he really already was in truth.  So it is with Christians.  The first work of authority breaks us and may even hurt us in the process.  Nevertheless, it removes us from our comfortable surroundings and thrust us out into a dangerous position.  Or at least it is perceived to be a dangerous position.  In reality, it is not dangerous at all.  Far from it, it is actually a far more secure life than anything that we have ever experienced before.  But because it is different, we often look at it as dangerous.  A chicken is destined to end up on the dinner table at some point; however, the eagle soars far above its enemies to the degree that they cannot possibly reach it.

John 10:17-18

17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 “No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father.”

John 19:10-11

10 Then Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have power to crucify You, and power to release You?” 11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”
The two works of authority were demonstrated to us in the life of Jesus.  The first working of authority upon the Lord brought Him to the cross.  There His life was broken as authority wrongfully accused and crucified Him.  He declared that no one took His life, but that He freely gave it up in obedience to His Father’s will.  Nevertheless, His life was ended by the work of authority.  But because of His righteousness, the Father raised up the Lord Jesus to again obtain all that He had set aside to become our Redeemer.

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Romans 8:11

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Because of God’s love towards us in Jesus Christ, Christians are new creatures.  We are not what we were.  We are something brand new in Christ.  When we were lost, we were chickens.  But through faith in Christ, we are now eagles and the chicken no longer exists.  However, we do not soar with the Lord in power because the enemy, as well as other deceived Christians, tells us that we cannot be like Jesus.  The devil tells us that we cannot make it, to be cautious of the predators, and that it is wise to live our lives lurking in the shadows.  Deceived Christians tell us that we are not supposed to be like Jesus, just do the best that you can, keep confessing and repenting of your sins since you cannot be free from them, and to just hope for the best in the meantime.  These faithless lies lead Christians into a mediocre existence instead of the victorious life of Christ.

Therefore, God has purposed to bring us into His truth through the works of authority.  However, when the first work begins and the hurting starts, most Christians believe more in their pain than they believe in God’s love.  They think that if He loves them then He would not let this happen to them.  That is the farthest thing from the truth.  God does not promise us a life without pain.  He promises us that even though pain may come, He is bigger and His love is stronger than our pain.  If Christians could accept and experience the power of God’s love for them, they would not fear trouble ever again.  In fact, times of trouble would only make His power more complete within them.  Never would they fall or falter, but continually they would grow more and more in His grace.  And the more they grow in His grace, the more they would grow into His image.  His image is complete within the Christian at salvation.  It only needs to be revealed.  But until the Christian knows this, the image of Jesus remains concealed behind our fears and illusions.  Christians only need to learn that they are not what they were and then they will start being what they are.

THE APPLICATION OF AUTHORITY

Before we go on, let us summarize what we have covered so far.  First, three primary Kingdom realities were presented along with several others.  The three primary realities were: first, Christ is in heaven next to His Father; second, we are also next to the Father in Christ, and third, Christ is in us as well as the fullness of His Kingdom.  All of these Kingdom realities have been made available to us through Jesus Christ as He completely fulfilled the will of the Father.  However, men can partake of the Kingdom only as they enter into to it by faith in His completed work.

In His work, Jesus established the Kingdom of God based upon seven Kingdom principles.  For access to be granted, our approach must be made by faith as it relates to these Kingdom principles.  From these seven Kingdom principles, the subject of spiritual authority has been central to our discussion.  We have seen that all authority is from God; all authority is good; and that God gave authority over men to man.  Furthermore, we have seen the two works of authority.  The first work of authority brings us into a death experience to self-life as we submit.  The second work of authority releases the life of Christ through us and raises us up in that life.

Once these two works of authority have been completed within us, it becomes time for something new to occur within us as Christians.  I call this new thing the application of authority.  During this time, the Lord joins the believer to the work ordained for him or her.  In order to clarify what I am saying, let me use this example. A Christian is in some ways like a horse.  In times past, horses were born in the wild.  They roamed where they wanted and did what they wanted to do.  However, at some point, a man, that would become their master, captured them.  He brought them into his herd and out of the wilderness that had been their home.  Then one day came when the master separated them from the herd and took them into the corral.  There the horse undergoes a breaking process.  Finally, the breaking process is completed and now the horse willingly responds to the master’s commands.  Everything accomplished up until this point was internal in nature.  It was a work within the nature of the horse.  It was done to make the horse useful to its master by bringing it into submission to the master’s will.  But once broken to the master’s will, the horse is now ready to be applied in doing the master’s work.  

Therefore, the two works of authority accomplish in us, as Christians, what the breaking process accomplishes in the horse.  Before these two works of authority are completed in us, we would tend to act independently of God’s will.  Our independence would control us even if we thought that we were very submissive.  Just like with a horse before the rider breaks it to a saddle, the horse is compelled towards independent actions and resists any form of control.  However, after the breaking process is complete, the horse will gently submit to any task that its owner places upon it and will perform the task according to the master’s control.

Only after the works of authority have been completed and the Christian’s self-willed independence has been destroyed, can the process of the application of authority begin in earnest.  Like the works of authority are in two parts, the application of authority comes in two stages.  This two-stage process which I am speaking about joins the man of God to the work of God.  Everything up until now has focused internally upon dethroning the man’s will and enthroning God’s will within the man.  But now, a new external focus comes forth.  This new focus brings the will-broken man and God’s will-empowered work together for the first time since submission has been achieved.

It can be said that this process of the application of authority is the starting point of true spiritual ministry.  While in the past we may have attempted to do God’s work, we had yet to become the type of person able to be consistently used.  Although we may have ministered and seen fruit through our ministry, such fruit would only appear in a random or sporadic fashion.  It was not constant and probably not that frequent when it occurred.  That is why I say that for the first time the man of God is truly approaching his calling in a spiritual way.  Any work before this time would inevitably contain more of the man in it than of God.   This does not mean that God has not used the person in the past.  Quite probably, He has used them in ministry and possibly the gifts.  It only means that they were never fitly joined to the work.  They could and most certainly would become disconnected from it at some point.  Once these two stages of the application of authority are complete, the man and the work of God become inseparable.  Depending upon the individual, some people struggle in the first stage while others will struggle more in the second stage than they did in the first.  However, few, if any, go through this process without any struggle at all.  I call these two stages the yoke and the burden.
Matthew 11: 28-30

28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

THE YOKE


There is a yoke that Christians must take upon themselves if they are to be considered good servants by the Lord.  In the world, Satan yokes us in many ways that produce bondage and death.  However, in the Kingdom of God, a yoke also awaits all that desire to walk in His power.  Although God’s yoke does not bring us into bondage, it does restrict our overall freedom.  But to the same degree that it restricts us, it likewise has the ability to take us to the highest place in Christ.  The yoke that I speak of is the responsibility for the work of the ministry through our calling.  Now do not allow your mind to think small in terms of the word calling.  I am speaking of calling as it relates to all believers and not just the fivefold ministry of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers.  Every Christian is called to a specific Kingdom work.  God has foreordained each believer to be used by His Spirit in a specific way to accomplish a specific work.  To take the responsibility of that calling is to take His yoke upon you.


However, we must closely examine the yoke to accurately determine just what Jesus meant.  The yoke that Jesus spoke of relates specifically to God’s delegated authority to you individually.  God delegates authority to man so that man can accomplish God’s work according to God’s will.  There are many things that need to be done; however, all things are not the responsibility of any one individual.  Therefore, the yoke defines our specific responsibility in work.  But the yoke can never be determined by needs that are present.  The yoke is being responsible for what God has willed regarding your work or service for Him.  When Jesus went into Bethesda, He only healed one man.  All of the people that were there needed healing; yet, because He was yoked to His Father’s will, He only went to one.  As Jesus passed through Jericho, many people came out to see Him.  But because He was yoked to His Father’s will, Jesus only went to the house of Zacchaeus.

Many have thought that they understood what it meant to take His yoke upon them, only to find that after a season of wearing the yoke, they were worn out.  Ministry burnout causes many failures in marriages and in the health of God’s servants.  But Jesus said that His yoke was easy – not hard or difficult.  When we become weary in our service, we have gone beyond the boundaries of His yoke.  We may be trying to meet needs that God has not willed to meet specifically through us.  Ministers around the world have answered the call of God.  But after serving for several years, they feel drained, empty and defeated.  This is always a direct result of a failure in understanding the application of authority – where their responsibilities start and stop.  Upon entering into ministry, a minister begins to encounter needy people.  Now certainly this should be considered a good thing since the minister’s purpose is to help people.  But as he gives out to them, he can become drained and weary.  However, it must be noted that something is wrong with this yoke because it is no longer easy.  Therefore, it can no longer be Jesus’ yoke.

John 4:5-6, 31-34

5 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.” 33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.

As Jesus journeyed toward Galilee, He became weary from His travels and needed to rest.  This weariness was physical in nature; therefore, He stopped by Jacob’s well while His disciples went into the city to bring Him something to eat so that He could be refreshed.  As He waited for their return, a Samaritan woman came to the well for water.  Jesus asked her for a drink of water and then ended up ministering to the woman.  As Jesus yielded to the Father’s will, Kingdom work was accomplished in the Samaritan woman’s life.  But there is something else that we must not miss.  When His disciples returned, Jesus no longer needed the refreshments that they brought to Him.  He was now full and refreshed by obeying God’s will and doing the work of the Father!  


The yoke that the Lord puts upon us refreshes us every time that we yield to it.  That is why His yoke is easy.  The yoke of the world takes away our strength while the Kingdom yoke renews it.  You can use this as a test.  It works one hundred percent of the time.  If you are ministering and at the same time becoming weary, stop – because what you are doing is not His yoke!  I have done meetings that lasted what many would consider to be ridiculously long.  However, when I am done, I am not the least bit tired.  On the contrary, I feel refreshed and ready to go again.  This only occurs as long as what we are doing relates to His yoke – not our own yoke and not the devil’s yoke!

Isaiah 40:31

31 But those who wait on the Lord 

Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint.


Over the years, I have learned how to receive God’s nourishment.  As a young Christian, I was told to pray and read my Bible and through these activities the Lord would nourish me.  Now that I am older, I will admit that my prayers and Bible study played a part in my spiritual development.  But it was only a small part; yet, at the same time, it was an important part.  Now that I am older in the Lord, I have discovered that the course to true spiritual development is obedience more than anything else is.  When I need Bible study, the Lord directs me to it.  As I obey Him in Bible study, I am nourished.  Sometimes my greater need is to pray and again the Lord commands prayer.  As I obey, I am nourished.  Sometimes He requires worship and as I obey I am strengthened.


As I obeyed in all of these activities, I discovered that God knew exactly what I needed before I did.  Now I simply look to Him to see what I need.  Everything that I do has now become an issue of communion.  In other words, I do not do it unless He does it with me.  As I commune with Him in Bible study, I am nourished and refreshed.  As I commune with Him in prayer, I am strengthened.  As I commune with Him in worship, I am encouraged onward to deeper places.  However, even after I had learned this spiritual lesson, I found that I could become distracted from this way into a path of striving again.  I was amazed at just how easily it could happen.  There were always things that needed doing.  There were continually people requiring something from me.  I am talking about legitimate things that had to be done and people that had a right to expect things from me – people in my family and people in my church.  All the while, I kept hearing the Lord say, “Learn of Me – Take My yoke.”


Because of the Lord’s persistent prompting, I began to ask Him to show me what I was doing that was not His yoke.  I was amazed to see that some of the things that I was supposedly doing “for Him” I was in reality doing for me.  Because I originated these activities and not Him, complications and situations were cropping up around me that He had not given me the grace to deal with.  Yet because they were present before me, now I felt compelled to try and deal with them.  As I attempted to deal with them, I became tired and weary.  I felt as though I was striving and struggling and Jesus was not helping me at all.  When I would approach Him about how I felt, He would either remain silent or tell me to let the thing go.


It was getting more difficult for me to press into Him in prayer.  The weight was bearing down upon me and victory seemed harder and harder to come by.  Finally, I came to the point where something had to give and I decided that it would be me.  I mean it was His ministry anyway and not mine.  Why was I acting like it belonged to me?  So I told the Him, “Lord these are Your people and Your ministry; therefore, these are also Your problems.  If You want them fixed, You must do it.  Today I quit trying to be Your repairman.”  Now I will admit that there were times when it would get so bad that I would have to just look the other way.  I knew what was happening.  I knew it was going to turn out wrong, but I kept my silence and just smiled.  All the while on the inside, I would pray, “Oh Lord if You do not move, it’s going to be bad.”  Well guess what?  When He was convinced that I was not going to step back in, He stepped in and the problem would be solved.


My joy returned as I felt the weight lift from me.  I could so clearly see what He had been trying to should all along.  I had taken upon myself something that He had not given.  Just one extra thing that we add causes spiritual loss to occur.  This is so important.  It is not like we encounter loss when we reach some breaking point and fail to do the right thing.  No, we immediately experience loss the very moment that we add even a single thing to ourselves that is not from the Lord.  The additional thing consumes our time and energy with a work done out of self-life for a selfish purpose.


Now someone may ask, “What if the thing that we are doing is a good deed for someone that we love and it is not for ourselves?  Are you saying that this too would be considered selfish in nature?”  Yes!  That is exactly what I am saying.  It is also what the word of God says.  When we do anything for ourselves or for another person that is outside of His will, the work done is selfish in nature since it’s origin is in self.

1 John 5:2

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.

How do we love others?  By loving Him first and doing what He says to do.  God knows each person’s heart and what it will take for that person to have a breakthrough.  If we work from our own desire to see something happen in another person’s life, we are not showing them love.  We would be showing them love to leave them alone and to do only what the Lord instructs us to do.  When we work out of our desire to see something good happen for others, it is wrong to think that God approves of this work.  In fact, what we are doing might be in direct opposition to what God is doing and we do not even know it.  Let us remember that God does not just love us, He is love.  Everything He does is an act of love.  When God acts, it is Love acting.  When God works, it is Love working.  Therefore, we can trust Him to love through us if we will allow to Him to.  But it will be according to His will that His love will do His work.


While Love is working through us, we can rest knowing that no greater love can be shown to the person concerned.  Now the yoke is easy.  As we yield to Him, He loves through us, the work is accomplished, and we are refreshed in the process.  However, we can also fail to take His yoke by doing too little just as easily as attempting to do too much.  For example, let’s say that a Christian is not tithing.  Because he refuses to take this yoke upon himself, his finances have failed.  In order to keep things together, he decides to take a second job.  However, even with the second job, there does not seem to be enough to meet the monthly obligations.  His situation causes weariness not because he took too much, but because he did not take enough upon himself.

Thus, we have seen that we can fail to take His yoke by attempting too much and going beyond His command.  Likewise, we can fail to take His yoke by not doing enough and coming up short from reaching His will and purpose.  In other words, failure can occur because we take too much to ourselves and failure can occur because we do not take enough to ourselves.

Luke 9:57-62

57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”


Jesus totally yielded to His Father’s plan and, therefore, He set out to go toward Jerusalem.  Jesus was committed to the Father’s will above and beyond any other consideration.  Luke 9:53 tells us that the people would not receive Him because of this commitment.  He was committed to something that they could not or would not understand.  Therefore, they resisted Him and what He was doing.  The hand of the Lord had been set, yet others would not likewise set their hands to the same goal.  So often man must understand everything before he will go forward with the Lord.  It is this very need to understand that holds them back from the Lord.  Christians disqualify themselves by demanding that their understanding first be comforted with a certain level of knowledge before their hearts will move.  The man that allows his heart to move even though he has yet to reach a full understanding will inevitably grow faster and go farther in the things of God.


So taking His yoke must be seen from two angles.  First, we must not take too much to ourselves regarding works to be performed.  If we do, we fail at taking His yoke since our works are self-motivated and not Spirit motivated.  Our yoke is simply that – our yoke.  Secondly, we see that we can fail to take His yoke by a lack of commitment.  But here the commitment can never be to the work itself.  It must be instead a commitment only to the will of the Father.  What does Father desire?  How does Father plan to accomplish the task?  If the Father’s will is not the single source of our works, then those works fail to be Kingdom works.

Since the yoke is of great concern to the Lord, I will again say that spiritual authority clearly defines the yoke for us.  What I mean in saying this is that responsibility is applied in a Kingdom order.  Certain things must be given a priority over other things.  An evangelist called to the nations must obey the Lord’s will to go forth.  However, if before the evangelist is released to go, he falls in love with a woman and has a child, his calling to the nations now moves into a secondary place of responsibility.  Being a father and a husband now assume a priority position over being an evangelist.  It may be that his marriage was in God’s will and, if so, then God will still bring His will to pass in the life of this man.  However, the marriage may not have been in God’s perfect will for the man because He knew the wife and child would cause the evangelist to waver.  Nevertheless, the evangelist’s life has taken on a new priority and God will not agree for it to now be cast aside.  The time for that is over.

2 Peter 1:10-11

10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Matthew 22:2-14

2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3 “and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to come. 4 “Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the wedding.” ’ 5 “But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6 “And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 7 “But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. 8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 9 ‘Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ 10 “So those servants went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. 12 “So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 “Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”


The apostle Peter gives us a fascinating revelation.  He says that if we will only focus upon our calling and our salvation, then we will “never stumble.”  In other words, if Christians always put God’s purpose first in every area of life, they will never be overcome by problems.  They would always walk in the Kingdom realities.  Jesus explained this further in a parable about the Father sending out invitations to His Son’s wedding.  Some would not come simply because they were not willing to come.  They had there own plans on their minds instead of the Father’s plan.  Certainly at one level this represents the Jews.  Because they refused and were unwilling to be joined to God, the Father opened the invitation to the Gentiles as well.  But on an even deeper level, this parable speaks to all men and says that our greatest blessings will always be found when we do what the Father wants exactly when He wants it done – regardless of how inconvenient the timing may be.


Out of those that willingly came and joined the Father’s plans, we find a very noteworthy man there.  This man was willing to come and be part of the Father’s plan; however, we find that he was still cast out even though he was most willing.  What this man lacked was preparation.  He was not adorned with the proper wedding garment.  He was still wearing the garments of the world outside and not the garments of the Kingdom.  Those that have been prepared can easily distinguish a person that has not been prepared to enter into the deeper realms of the Kingdom.  His appearance and approach are worldly in nature.  He cannot fake the difference between him and the others that he is around.  The difference is internal and beyond his control to change.  He is what he is and his garments reflect that fact.  Only God can change our garments.  Only He can give us the proper clothing to wear.

Many in the church are willing to enter the glory realms of God, but they have not been prepared to do so.  Their decisions have always taken them to something other than God’s plan.  Therefore, many are called, but few are chosen.  Our decisions in life can have significant impact on our destiny in Christ.  There is an order to authority that must not be violated if we hope to enter into our destiny.  If we override God’s perfect will by entering into a covenant or taking on a responsibility that is not in God’s will, this could violate God’s order of priority for us and violating that order could prevent us from reaching our destiny.  Many callings have been set aside for marriage and children.  That is not to say that all people that marry are outside the will of God.  Of course not!  However, some people might be.  It depends upon the individual and what work God intends to accomplish through that individual.  In reality, it is not a marriage or children as much as it is the reason for the marriage that stops us.  The intent of our heart behind the actions determines whether or not they hinder us.  Actions performed out of a rebellious spirit always hinder us from reaching our full destiny in Christ.  We can rebel against His yoke for any of these reasons:

1. hurts and wounds from authority figures;

2. fear of man;

3. fear of failure;

4. fear of rejection.

David certainly had reason to be hurt by the way that Saul treated him.  To David, Saul was a father figure.  Yet, David never approached Saul from a wounded position that would cause him to rebel.  Instead, David always maintained an attitude of love towards Saul even when he had the opportunity to do otherwise.  I have seen a Man of God hurt and wound those that he was responsible for bringing up into the work of the ministry.  He did it because he was also hurt and wounded.  Therefore, instead of passing down righteous authority to those he was over, he passed down fear, anger and control.  But in truth, the reason that his fears were passed down was because his wounds were first passed down.  Without this occurring first, the fears would never have found place in the people underneath him.  If we take our hurts to the Lord and allow Him to heal us, we will not pass them on to those that God places under us.  By practicing forgiveness, we cut off the curse in our own lives and allow God the opportunity to promote us beyond our offenders.

1 Samuel 13:7-12

7 And some of the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling.

8 Then he waited seven days, according to the time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet him.

11 And Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 12 “then I said, ‘The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.”
Saul, moved by the fear of man from the Philistines and the fear of rejection from Israel, violated God’s order in the application of authority.  He took upon himself something that God had delegated to Samuel and not him.  Simply because Samuel delayed in coming, Saul thought that to be reason enough to proceed ahead.  It was not!  In God’s eyes, it was rebellion and it cost him the Kingdom.  That is always the price we pay for rebellion – it costs us our place in experiencing the Kingdom.  God tests Christians to see if they will maintain the order of His authority.  When we pass the test, we inherit the Kingdom of God.  Remember that Jesus said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Numbers 12:1-16

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 2 So they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it. 3 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.) 4 Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tabernacle of meeting!” So the three came out. 5 Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward. 6 Then He said, “Hear now My words: 

If there is a prophet among you, 

I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; 

I speak to him in a dream.

7 Not so with My servant Moses; 

He is faithful in all My house.

8 I speak with him face to face, 

Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; 

And he sees the form of the Lord. 

Why then were you not afraid 

To speak against My servant Moses?”

9 So the anger of the Lord was aroused against them, and He departed. 10 And when the cloud departed from above the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow. Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper. 11 So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord! Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we have done foolishly and in which we have sinned. 12 “Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his mother’s womb!” 13 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “Please heal her, O God, I pray!”

14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and afterward she may be received again.” 15 So Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did not journey till Miriam was brought in again. 16 And afterward the people moved from Hazeroth and camped in the Wilderness of Paran.


In Numbers chapter twelve, a perfect example of rebellion caused by over stepping the yoke is given to us.  Aaron and Miriam, the elder brother and sister of Moses, complained to him about his choice of a wife.  Moses had indeed taken a Hamite woman from Ethiopia in the land of Cush as his wife.  As Moses’ elders in terms of the family, they had a right to address his behavior regarding family matters.  However, the moment that they touched him as the leader of Israel, they crossed a line into forbidden territory.  They took something to themselves that was not theirs to take.  Regarding family matters, Moses was the subordinate in that application of authority.  But regarding who God chose to speak through and release His authority through, it was Moses.  Aaron and Miriam were the subordinates in that application of authority.  Furthermore, the second application of authority regarding his calling had a priority over the application of authority regarding the family structure of eldest and youngest.  What we are in the Kingdom always overrules what we are in the world.


The real problem before Aaron and Miriam was not Moses’ wife.  Their envy and jealousy were at the heart of the problem they were having and they did not want to deal with that issue.  So they just used the wife issue to revile Moses.  They failed to consider the consequences of their actions.  We can never come against God’s delegated authority without also coming against God.  God’s delegated authority and God Himself are actually one in the same.  Therefore, God immediately moved to confront this assault upon His delegated authority in Moses.  Always remember to separate the authority of a man of God from just the man.  You can approach the man when appropriate, but you can never touch or revile his authority.  To do so brings a curse upon you.

Leviticus 10:1-2

Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.

Here again we see another example of proceeding beyond the yoke and the death that resulted from so doing.  Nadab and Abihu, as the sons of Aaron, had a responsibility to minister in a certain place before the Lord.  However, when they went beyond their place in doing something that they had seen their father do, they entered into rebellion and it cost them their lives.  Doing something for God that He has not commanded is offering profane fire.  When we act out of zeal or good intentions our works are like profane fire to God.  The Lord is not just concerned with there being fire presented, He wants to examine what type of fire is presented.  Is the fire coming from His commandment or from man’s good intentions?  Where lies the source of our fire?  Is it in ourselves and our plans for God or is it in God’s will and God’s plan for us?

Likewise, let us be most certain to be committed to the fullest degree to God’s plan and not our own designs.  Put your hand to the plow and do not look back at who has chosen to follow and who has chosen to remain behind.  There is nothing that you can do for either person.  They must be allowed to make their own choice as to reaching their destiny in Jesus Christ.  God intends for His work to be a coordination of effort as many people (callings) work together as one.  However, we must allow Him to yoke us with those that He chooses.  To take up His yoke is most certainly to be joined with other believers in a Kingdom work.  But the work as well as who the other believers are must be left in His hands.  He knows which callings will complement ours.  He also knows which believers will help bring out His calling in us.  Only in this fashion can we please Him and only in this way will the yoke be easy.  Examine this commitment graph below.  It demonstrates what I am speaking about.
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THE BURDEN

Exodus 18:22

22 “And let them judge the people at all times. Then it will be that every great matter they shall bring to you, but every small matter they themselves shall judge. So it will be easier for you, for they will bear the burden with you.
Numbers 11:10-17

10 Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of his tent; and the anger of the Lord was greatly aroused; Moses also was displeased. 11 So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have You afflicted Your servant? And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the burden of all these people on me? 12 “Did I conceive all these people? Did I beget them, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a guardian carries a nursing child,’ to the land which You swore to their fathers? 13 “Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they weep all over me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’ 14 “I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden is too heavy for me. 15 “If You treat me like this, please kill me here and now—if I have found favor in Your sight—and do not let me see my wretchedness!”

16 So the Lord said to Moses: “Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 17 “Then I will come down and talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it yourself alone.
Galatians 6:1-5

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 5 For each one shall bear his own load.


Just like there is a yoke to be taken up, so also a burden from the Lord will be given to His servant.  The yoke, as we saw earlier, is the responsibility for the work of the ministry.  The yoke focuses upon the authority given to us as ministers and our diligence to faithfully discharge that authority.  Furthermore, the yoke can be defined as our prudence in maintaining our authority and not allowing it to be usurped by the enemy through people.  Knowing His yoke gives us the necessary wisdom of when to proceed, when to stand, and when to withdraw.  It keeps us free by assisting us in discerning when we take on too much.


Now the burden is that which we take on.  The burden can be defined as our responsibility for the people under our authority.  We must always remember that Jesus died for people.  However, with the people come also their problems.  Pastors encounter the burden on a regular basis in their churches.  This one feels insulted by that one.  The deacon offends the church secretary because of his personality or attitude.  The youth pastor says something to a teacher that is taken in a wrong manner.  All of these kinds of occurrences represent the burden and all of them need to be dealt with in a proper fashion.  Failure to deal with the problem or dealing with the problem in a wrong way causes further problems and complications to occur.


Moses encountered a similar situation as he led Israel.  Because there were so many people under his authority, their needs became heavy upon him.  Yet, their needs had to be met and their problems had to be addressed.  Moses faced a dilemma.  How could he accomplish this task?  The solution to this problem came from his father-in-law, Jethro.  Jethro advised Moses to delegate responsibility for the people to other men qualified to lead.  The delegation of responsibility is a central element in the Kingdom of God.  God delegates to men and allows men to delegate to other men.  Such delegation of responsibility within the body is necessary for body life to function as the Lord intends.  God desires to express His nature through all of His children as they are fitly joined into the body.


Another point in time came when Moses again went before the Lord regarding the burden of Israel.  Israel craved meat to eat.  Since Moses was the authority, they complained to him saying, “Who will give us meat to eat?  We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!”  Moses told the Lord, “For they weep all over me.”  Sometimes when carrying the burden of people, it can seem like they are “all over you.”  That is the time to go to the Lord.  To continue on without His strength and input will bring on disaster.  


The Lord told Moses to separate for Him seventy men from the elders of Israel.  Moses and the seventy went and stood before the Lord at the tabernacle of meeting and there the Lord took of the Spirit that was upon Moses and placed it upon the seventy as well.  This impartation of anointing functioned at two levels.  First, it spread not only the responsibility but also the authority from being just with Moses now to seventy.  Secondly, it gave God a larger platform, or number of people, from which to release His authority throughout His people.  This was completely different from what God had done earlier in Exodus chapter eighteen.  In Exodus eighteen, only responsibility was delegated to other men; the authority still remained vested in Moses.  But with the seventy, the authority that Moses had by the Holy Spirit, the executor of God’s authority, was imparted to seventy other men.  The Lord evidenced this transfer of authority through the manifestation of prophecy from the seventy.


Here we see a beautiful picture of a servant at rest in his Lord.  To prophesy was to release the word of the Lord to people; and therefore, it represented spiritual authority from God.  Moses was in no way threatened by the evidence of this transfer of authority.  In fact, quit the contrary, he was elated over what had occurred.  When Joshua, trying to protect Moses’ position, insisted that these men should not be allowed to prophesy, Moses expressed to Joshua his delight in the promotion these men had received.  Moses knew his position had not changed.  It is quite possible that some of these seventy men would be part of the Korah rebellion incident, which would shortly occur.  But even so, Moses could rejoice at their present promotion.


The seventy men represented then what is today the fivefold ministry.  As ministers, we must come to such a place of peace in our own calling in the fivefold ministry that we can freely release authority to those qualified to carry it, without feeling fearful of what they might do with it.  It is true that if authority is released to others, they 
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will make mistakes with it.  Some may even abuse it.  However, unless it is released, God’s burden can never be accomplished in His people.  The work is too large.  The needs are too great.  God needs a large platform of release.  He is able, but sometimes His servants are not.  Therefore, the time will always come, in a growing ministry, for authority to be delegated to people worthy of carrying it.  

When authority is delegated to another man, so also does the man receiving the authority incur accountability to the one that delegated it.  Now with the authority that he has received, he can begin his own work in unison with the overall vision of the ministry.  His work can never be in contradiction to the vision within the man that delegated the authority to him.  If so, then he becomes a cancer within the ministry.  He pulls in his direction while the leader pulls toward the vision set by the Lord.  The ministry becomes a house divided against itself.  Remember that in the Kingdom of God, to walk in authority is to walk in submission to authority.  Therefore, he must also, like the one that delegated him the authority, be accountable to man and to God for bearing the burden and stand accountable for any failures in the future regarding the vision.

The difference between these two processes of delegation can be seen in the two graphs above.  Delegation of responsibility spreads out the workload to many but leaves one man accountable for the work.  On the other hand, delegation of authority not only spreads out the workload, but also spreads the accountability for the work over more than one person.  When delegating authority to another, it is important that the person be called and anointed for the work.  If he is not, then the leader has made a terrible mistake. So many problems have been due to someone delegating authority to a person that heaven has not approved.  Establishing a man in a ministry office is a very serious thing.  Paul told Timothy not to do it lightly or hastily.  But the man that rules well in his position of authority is counted worthy of double honor.  Likewise, the man that sins against his delegated authority must be publicly rebuked.  As the honor increases, so also do the consequences for rebellion and failure.

1 Timothy 5:17-22

17 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine. 18 For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer is worthy of his wages.” 19 Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three witnesses. 20 Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear. 21 I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality. 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.

Through this process of delegation of responsibility and authority, the Lord has chosen to rule his house.  As we understand and accept God’s way, He will be able to give us greater burdens.  Some people are ready to receive the burden for their children’s salvation.  Some are ready to receive the burden for a church’s growth.  Some are ready to receive the burden for their city’s spiritual condition.  Some are ready to receive the burden for their nation and a few are actually ready to receive the burden for entire continents.  A person must start where they are in Christ.  From there, the Lord can begin to expand your tent to include more than you ever imagined.  Does this excite you?  It should!  If so, then let me show you how it happens!

Things that prevent us from receiving His burden is selfishness for these reasons:

1. pride because others are not as capable as you are

2. placing plans before people

3. placing doctrines before people

4. unwillingness to accept others where they are


Section Two

THE TRUTH

THE

HOUSE

OF

GOD
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CHAPTER 5

1 Timothy 3:14-15

14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.


The Lord Jesus declared that He was the Truth.  He would not tell us the truth, but simply that He was Truth.  But now to this spiritual fact, we must add something new.  As Jesus is the Truth, so then is the church of the living God the ground of and that which is built upon the Truth.  In other words, the church is the living, earthly expression of the Truth in the world today.  Furthermore, the church is being built into something.  Pay close attention to this fact.  I said the church is being built into something.  Now those of you that know me well also know how fervently that I preach about an already glorified church.  Yet now, it seems that maybe I have changed my mind since now I am saying that the work is still in progress – that it is being built as opposed to has been built.

1 Peter 2:4-5

4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

In fact, the House of God is still being built in the earth; however, the work is complete at the same time.  In order to understand this, we must remember that the church stands in two realms – the spirit and the natural.  In the spiritual, She is complete and total, not having any spot or blemish.  However, in the natural realm, She is a work in progress.  The work is complete in Christ; however, it is not fully revealed in man.  Therefore, we can understand that Jesus fulfilled His redemptive mission, but man has as of yet been unable to fully embrace His completed work.  Thus, man cannot fully express the complete work either.


God will not be satisfied until such expression is possible in man just like it was in Jesus.  God desires to see His Son in the church in every way.  Therefore, it is not enough that the church talk about, preach about, and teach about Jesus.  It must become Jesus in the earth.  Unfortunately, this has not occurred yet.  So it must still be said of the church, at least in the natural realm, that She is being built into a spiritual house.

Hebrews 8:1-6

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.” 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.


In Hebrews chapter eight, we see Christ as the High Priest for the church abiding at the right hand of the throne of God.  As High Priest, Jesus must be in heaven before God and not on the earth because any earthly function of the High Priest could only be legalistic at best.  Jesus offered His body as a perfect spiritual sacrifice since His body contained no form of disease, flaw or corruption as required by the law.  This work was accomplished in the spiritual.  In the natural, He gave gifts to the church – those of the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher.  He gave sacrifices in the spiritual realm and gave gifts in the natural realm based upon the spiritual sacrifices.


We can also see that Moses saw the reality of the heavenly Tabernacle while on the mountain with God.  He came down from his meeting with God and proceeded to build the earthly tabernacle based upon his revelation of the heavenly original.  So it is with the church.  The Head of the church abides in heaven while the body of the church dwells on the earth.  We must see the heavenly reality before we can understand what God is looking to build on the earth.  If we do not clearly see the heavenly reality, then our earthly construct is bound to be flawed and fall short of the heavenly original.  Therefore, we will examine the heavenly tabernacle first in order to gain God’s perspective and then we will afterward turn our attention to the expression of this tabernacle in the earth.

THE HEAVENLY TABERNACLE

Psalms 61:3

3 For You have been a shelter for me, 

A strong tower from the enemy.

Proverbs 18:10

10 The name of the Lord is a strong tower; 

The righteous run to it and are safe.

Philippians 2:8-11

8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


In these two passages of Scripture, the name of God is presented to believers as a “strong tower.”  God’s name is in fact a spiritual dwelling place.  Therefore, by examining the names that God uses to express Himself to men we can see the reality of the heavenly dwelling place.  As we enter into His name, we likewise enter into His reality.


The Bible tells us that Jesus was given a name above every name.  Because of His perfect redemptive work, His name has been exalted above every other name so that at the name of Jesus everything and everyone must bow.  Satan must bow to His name.  Cancer must bow to His name.  Blindness must bow to His name.  Fear must bow to His name.  Nothing is above His name because His name is above all things!  So certainly there can be no better place for God to place His house than in that which is above everything else – the names of Jesus.


As we learn to abide in His name, we are then able to partake of His blessings for us in that particular name.  It must be noted that God’s blessings upon His church are so enormous in scope and quantity that one name could not possibly contain them all.  Therefore, God has many names that He uses for the purpose of describing what He has given to His people.  Each name holds within it a special revelation about God and a special blessing to His people relevant to that revelation.  Furthermore, there are nine very special redemptive names for God.  Through one of these names, men normally encounter the Lord.  Let us examine these names.

THE NINE REDEMPTIVE NAMES OF GOD

1. JEHOVAH-JIREH – Genesis 22:14

The Lord will see (my need) and provide was the name given by Abraham at Mount Moriah to the Lord.

2. JEHOVAH-RAPHA – Exodus 15:26

The Lord my Healer was the name that God declared Himself to be as Israel came out of Egypt and needed physical healing in their bodies.

3. JEHOVAH-NISSI – Exodus 17:15

The Lord my Banner was the name given by Moses to the altar that he erected on the hill overlooking Israel’s victory over the Amalekite armies.  Israel prevailed as Moses stood before the Lord with his hands raised to Him.

4. JEHOVAH-MEKADDESH – Exodus 31:13

The Lord Who Sanctifies is a name given by the Lord as He calls His people to holiness and to be set apart from the world.

5. JEHOVAH-SHALOM – Judges 6:24

The Lord my peace or the Lord sends peace was the name given by Gideon to the altar that he erected at Ophrah on the spot where an angel appeared to him.

6. JEHOVAH-SABAOTH – 1 Samuel 1:3 & 17:45

The Lord of Hosts was the name that David used when he ran at Goliath.  It represents God as sovereign over all things, yet that He is also willing and able to save us.

7. JEHOVAH-ROHI – Psalms 23:1

The Lord is my Shepherd is the name of God that best represents His loving care and concern for every detail in the lives of His people.

8. JEHOVAH-TSIDKENU – Jeremiah 23:6 & 33:16

The Lord our righteousness was a prophetic name given to Jesus denoting that He would become our righteousness before God.

9. JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH – Ezekiel 48:35

The Lord is there or the ever-present Lord was a name given by Ezekiel declaring that regardless of what may happen, God was there and would continue to be there for His people.

Section Three

THE LIFE

THE

SON
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GOD
THE MAN IN THE HOUSE


Many have difficulty today entering into the life of Christ.  However, this should not be.  For all that will approach His Life by the Way of the Truth, they will find sure and certain success.  However, the truth is not defined as correct doctrine, as we have seen.  The truth is the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He must become everything to us without any exceptions.  As we come into His Kingdom, He is the Way by which we come.  As we enter into His house, He is the truth of its existence.  As we present ourselves to Him, He is the Life that lives through us.  Without Jesus being the center of all things, no spiritual progress can be made.  Regardless of how hard we may try, all of our efforts will be rejected.


It is most important that His life be continually expressed through us, for this is God’s ultimate will and purpose in the redemption of man – to see the Life of His Son.  But when we look at ourselves or at the church, we step back and wonder what has happened because we do not see what we think that we ought to see.  One cannot disagree with the fact of the church’s condition being something less than what God desires for Her to be.  But we must look correctly in order to gain a proper perspective before the Lord.  What man sees is earthly.  What God sees is heavenly.  The two are quite different in nature because the perspectives are different.  Because man is so accustomed to looking at things from his earthly perspective, he sees so much that needs to yet be done.  He needs to be healed.  He needs to be set free.  He needs to be sanctified.  However, when God looks at the church from His perspective, He sees a Bride without spot, wrinkle or blemish.  He sees a sanctified church – no, a glorified church.  A victorious church - one that has risen far above all principalities and powers!


Knowing these things are the foundational elements of the heart of the man that has come to abide in the house of God.  The man of God abides continually within the reality of the house of God, which is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).  The man in the house has touched spiritual reality.  He knows what is real and what is illusion and this true spiritual knowledge sets him apart from all others.  He cannot be shaken by the world for it can no longer effect him.  He has been translated to a position beyond its control.


We become this “man” in the house by having our reality and God’s reality become one and the same.  There is no other way!  The way that this occurs is not by trying to become what you hope to be; but instead, by finding out what you really are.  In others words, it is like this:

· WHEN YOU SEE YOURSELF DEAD - YOU DIE;

· WHEN YOU SEE THAT YOU ARE RISEN – YOU ARISE;

· WHEN YOU SEE THAT YOU ARE HEALED – YOU BECOME HEALTHY;

· WHEN YOU SEE THAT YOU ARE HOLY – YOU BECOME HOLY.

Seeing the accomplished fact is the prerequisite of realizing the fact (or experiencing its reality).  The end is reached by seeing (His life by His light), not by desiring or working.  We cannot desire ourselves there and get there and we certainly cannot work ourselves there and get there.  Therefore, God’s work becomes focused upon taking away from us all that hinders our seeing.

1 Timothy 3:14-15

14 These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly; 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

2 Timothy 2:14-21

14 Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.
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